Abner
Abner lived by his wits and his will.
To Abner, God was someone with whom he would co-operate if it suited his own personal plans.
Otherwise Abner did what seemed best for him at the time.
Abner was commander of Saul’s army, [1 Samuel 17:55].
Abner on the death of Saul obtained the allegiance of all the tribes of Israel, except Judah, for
Saul’s son Ishbosheth, [2 Samuel 2:8-10].
Because of Ishbosheth’s weak rulership, Abner was running the country, so felt justified in
sleeping with Saul’s concubine, [2 Samuel 3:6-7].
Rightly Ishbosheth spoke out against Abner’s behaviour, but did not have the moral strength to
maintain his authority.
Abner responded in anger, [2 Samuel 3:8-11] and his support for Ishbosheth ended.
Abner turned traitor when he realised that Saul’s family was doomed to defeat and that David would
be the next king of Israel.
2 Samuel 3:12-13 [New King James] “Then Abner sent messengers on his behalf to David, saying,
‘Whose is the land?’ saying also, ‘Make your covenant with me, and indeed my hand shall be with you
to bring all Israel to you.’ And David said, ‘Good, I will make a covenant with you. But one thing I
require of you: you shall not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you
come to see my face.’”
Why did David make this condition referring to Michal?
Michal had been married to David, [1 Samuel 17:25] later in one of his jealous fits, Saul took Michal
away from David and forced her to marry Paltiel, [1 Samuel 25:44].
Abner hoped that in exchange for delivering Saul’s kingdom to David, he would be made commander
of his army.
Several years earlier Abner killed Joab’s brother Asaliel, [2 Samuel 2:17-32].
Joab had never forgotten the death of his brother and took revenge during Abner’s efforts to unite all
of Israel under King David, [2 Samuel 3:26-32].
We have to ask the question, do we identify with Abner’s tendency to give God conditional cooperation?
Obedience is easy when the instructions in God’s Word, the Christian Bible, fit in with our
plans, but our allegiance to God is tested when His plans are contrary to ours.
Abner’s allegiance to Saul and his rightful heir was limited to it being to his advantage, and fitted in
with his plans. How do we respond to our family, friends, those in authority over us and ultimately
our Creator God?
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