Jehoahaz/Jehoiakim/Jehoiachin/Zedekiah
The people anointed Johoahaz son of Josiah king in his place.
2 Kings 23:30-37 [New King James] “Then his servants moved his body in a chariot from Megiddo,
brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own tomb. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz
the son of Josiah, anointed him, and made him king in his father’s place. Jehoahaz was twenty-three
years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to
all that his fathers had done. Now Pharaoh Necho put him in prison at Riblah in the land of Hamath,
that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a tribute of one hundred talents of
silver and a talent of gold. Then Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in place of his
father Josiah, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz and went to Egypt,
and he died there. So Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give
money according to the command of Pharaoh; he exacted the silver and gold from the people of the
land, from every one according to his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Necho. Jehoiakim was twentyfive years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name
was Zebudah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according
to all that his fathers had done.”
Judah was totally under the rule of Neo, the pharaoh of Egypt, [2 Chronicles 36:1-5].
Jehoiakim killed the prophet Uriah, [Jeremiah 26:20-23].
Jehoiakim opposed Jeremiah, personally burnt the scroll from which Jehudi read the words of
the prophet to him, [Jeremiah 36:1-32].
This message from God through Jeremiah warned exactly what would happen to Jehoiakim and
Judah.
2 Kings 24:1-4 [New King James] “In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and
Jehoiakim became his vassal for three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him. And the
LORD sent against him raiding bands of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands
of the people of Ammon; He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD
which He had spoken by His servants the prophets. Surely at the commandment of the LORD this
came upon Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all
that he had done, and also because of the innocent blood that he had shed; for he had filled Jerusalem
with innocent blood, which the LORD would not pardon.”
This was the first invasion of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon of Judah.
2 Kings 24:6-16 [New King James] “So Jehoiakim rested with his fathers. Then Jehoiachin his son
reigned in his place. And the king of Egypt did not come out of his land anymore, for the king of
Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt to the River
Euphrates. Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem
three months. His mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. And he did
evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father had done. At that time the servants of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, as his servants were besieging it. Then
Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his servants, his princes, and his officers went out to the king of
Babylon; and the king of Babylon, in the eighth year of his reign, took him prisoner. And he carried
out from there all the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s house, and he
cut in pieces all the articles of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the
LORD, as the LORD had said. Also he carried into captivity all Jerusalem: all the captains and all
the mighty men of valour, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths. None remained
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except the poorest people of the land. And he carried Jehoiachin captive to Babylon. The king’s
mother, the king’s wives, his officers, and the mighty of the land he carried into captivity from
Jerusalem to Babylon. All the valiant men, seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths, one thousand,
all who were strong and fit for war, these the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.”
The king of Babylon had replaced the king of Egypt after defeating him in 605BC. This was the
second invasion of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar during the reign this time of Jehoiachin.
Nebuchadnezzar placed Mattaniah on the throne but changed his name to Zedekiah, [2 Kings 24:1720].
2 Kings 25:1-7 [New King James] “Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth
month, on the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall against it all around. So the
city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. By the ninth day of the fourth month the
famine had become so severe in the city that there was no food for the people of the land. Then the
city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled at night by way of the gate between two
walls, which was by the king’s garden, even though the Chaldeans were still encamped all around
against the city. And the king went by way of the plain. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the
king, and they overtook him in the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him. So they
took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they pronounced judgment on
him. Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him
with bronze fetters, and took him to Babylon.”
The short reign of Zedekiah and the third invasion of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple,
[2 Kings 25:8-21].
2 Kings 25:22-30 [New King James] “Then he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, governor over the people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon had left. Now when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king of
Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, Johanan the son of Careah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and
Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men. And Gedaliah took an oath before them and
their men, and said to them, ‘Do not be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and
serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.’ But it happened in the seventh month that
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck
and killed Gedaliah, the Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. And all the
people, small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose and went to Egypt; for they were afraid
of the Chaldeans. Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of
Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-Merodach king of
Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. He spoke
kindly to him, and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings who were with him in
Babylon. So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate bread regularly before the king
all the days of his life. And as for his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king, a
portion for each day, all the days of his life.”
This account shows that Israel and Judah’s last hope of gaining back the land was gone, even the
army officers, now guerrilla rebels, had fled. Judah’s earthly kingdom was absolutely
demolished.
But through the prophets like Ezekiel and Daniel, who were also captives, God was able to keep
his spiritual kingdom alive in the hearts of many of the exiles.
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