The Spirit Of Competition
The spirit of competition prevails in today’s society.
Everywhere we look we can see it. There are some areas where it is more obvious than others.
In the business world some people are so determined to get ahead that they do not care who they
have to tread underfoot to do so.
Sports is an area we usually think of first when we hear the word “competition.”
For many players, the philosophy is that winning is the only thing.
Competition prevails in politics, each party tries to make the others look as bad as possible,
especially at times of elections.
Competition even influences religion, competition prevails between Christianity and Islam, Catholics
and Protestants, Presbyterians and Methodists.
Even found among Jesus Christ’s first disciples, [Luke 9:46; Luke 22:24].
Competition can divide families and friends.
Competition is destructive.
It can ruin careers in business, sports, politics, etc.
Competition can lead to character assassination, and ruin reputations and lives.

The definition of competition –
Dictionary usage of the word “competition” includes, struggle for gain, rivalry, contest for superiority.
Any such competition that turns to rivalry brings out the worst in human nature.
This is not a part of the mindset of the Great Creator God and should not be a part of the life of any
true Christian.

Origin of the spirit of competition –
Ezekiel 28:12-17 [New King James] “Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say
to him, “Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in
beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the sardius,
topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The
workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were created. You were
the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked
back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day you were
created, till iniquity was found in you. By the abundance of your trading you became filled with
violence within, and you sinned; therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of the mountain of God;
and I destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. Your heart was lifted up
because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour; I cast you to the
ground, I laid you before kings, that they might gaze at you.’”
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The spirit of competition apparently began with an evil being of great power, now called Satan,
who began to consider himself more important than God.
This being developed a violent, competitive attitude because of his great trading, [verse 16].
He was full of pride because of his beauty, which he let overtake him and his grandiose opinion
of himself corrupted his wisdom and warped his thinking.
In our society there is a tremendous emphasis on beauty, to the point of being competitive.
It is wrong mentally, for beauty is fleeting, Satan tries to emphasise areas, such as outward beauty, that
are not long-lasting.
Satan’s rivalry with God continued at the time of the creation of Adam and Eve.
Genesis 3:1-6 [New King James] “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, “You shall not eat
of every tree of the garden”?’ And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of
the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, “You shall not
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.”’ Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely
die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant
to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her
husband with her, and he ate.”
Satan influenced Eve and caused her to join him in competition with God, this same influence
and rivalry continues today.
Sometimes we find ourselves falling into Satan’s trap, especially when we compare ourselves among
ourselves as vain human beings.

The Christian Bible foretells a time when competition will prevail –
2 Timothy 3:1-5 [New King James] “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers
of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!”
This describes the attitude of most people at a time just prior to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to
this earth.
This is not the attitude of mind as taught by God’s Word, the Christian Bible.
Philippians 2:1-4 [New King James] “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfil my joy by being like-minded,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition
or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look
out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
This is the very opposite to personal competition with other human beings.
After this statement we are given the example of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Philippians 2:5-8 [New King James] “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in
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appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death
of the cross.”
These scriptures were part of a letter to the Church in Philippi, a town that was a thriving
commercial centre at the crossroads between Europe and Asia, and a very competitive business
atmosphere, as we find in all great trading cities today.

Viewing competition correctly –
We need to learn to compete against ourselves, our human nature, to the extent that we crucify it and
replace it with the nature of our Saviour Jesus Christ, [Romans 6:1-8].
Matthew 20:28 [New King James] “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life a ransom for many.”
When you are serving other people you are not in competition with them.
We need to strive to develop and improve our own abilities so that our Saviour can use us to serve
other people.

Conclusion –
We must strive constantly to have the mindset of our Creator God, eliminating competitiveness
and rivalry from our lives.
John the Baptist is a good example of a non-competitive attitude of mind.
Matthew 3:1-6 [New King James] “In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness
of Judea, and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’ For this is he who was spoken
of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
LORD; make His paths straight.”’ Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the
region around the Jordan went out to him and were baptised by him in the Jordan, confessing their
sins.”
John was doing a great and effective work of preaching repentance and baptism. Jesus considered
John the Baptist to be the greatest prophet, [Matthew 11:11; Luke 7:28].
Yet John did not compete with the work that Jesus Christ began to do.
John 3:26-30 [New King James] “And they came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, He who was with
you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified, behold, He is baptising, and all are coming to
Him!’ John answered and said, ‘A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from
heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, “I am not the Christ,” but, “I have been sent
before Him.” He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands
and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is
fulfilled. He must increase, but I must decrease.”
But continued to do the same work but in a lesser degree as Jesus Christ took over the preaching
of the main message from God the Father, the Kingdom of God.
1 Peter 5:5-11 [New King James] “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders.
Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for ‘God resists the proud,
but gives grace to the humble.’ Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. Be sober, be
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vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world. But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
Satan still wants to destroy us by generating a spirit of competitiveness within us, and so destroy
us and our future.
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