Our Relationship With The Holy Spirit
The present generation young person is being told by their educators that there is no such thing
as absolute truth, nothing is black and white, right or wrong.
Everything is subject to circumstances or political influence.
What is wrong in my thinking is quite acceptable to others.
Can such a post modern questioning person believe in the power of the Holy Spirit?
Is the Holy Spirit a power I can use, or is He a Person – a living, loving, intelligent Person who desires
to possess me and use me?
Exactly who is the Holy Spirit?
Scripture confirms that the Holy Spirit is a person, the third Person of the Trinity, and should not be
refered to as “it” as if He is a power and not a Person.
Matthew 28:19 [NIV] “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,”
Note the singular word “name” is used not “names” in plural, signifying quite clearly the Holy
Spirit is one Person in the Trinity which is the one God we worship.
We do not speak of God the Father, or of His Son Jesus Christ as “it”, nor should we refer to the Holy
Spirit as “it” limiting Him to a power emanating from God the Father or Jesus Christ.
The post modern student will tell us that they do not believe in the Trinity, because they do not
understand the concept, and they only believe in things they understand.
Yet most people do not understand fully the workings of such things as television, gravity,
electricity, but still believe in them and accept them on a daily basis.
Undoubtedly the mystery of the Trinity is something that none of us understand fully. But we are not
always called upon by our Creator to be understanders.
We are called by God in some aspects of Christianity to be believers only.
God consists of three Persons in one, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Three in
one and one in three.
There being no exact division of the Godhead as there is no exact division of our created triune, body,
mind and human spirit.
In the fourteenth chapter of John’s gospel, Jesus speaks of the Father; He speaks of the Spirit and He
speaks of Himself. Then towards the end of the chapter He speaks of the three Persons of the Trinity
using the word “we”.
Jesus Christ (the second Person of the Trinity) identifies Himself intimately with the Father (the first
Person of the Trinity).
John 14:8-11 [NIV] “Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus
answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that
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I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it
is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.”
Jesus then identifies Himself with the Holy Spirit (the third Person of the Trinity).
John 14:15-18 [NIV] “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever—the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”
Never imagine that the Holy Spirit is merely a mystical power.
He is a living, loving Person.
We need to come to know Him, love Him and seek His friendship, His fellowship, His guidance
and His power in our lives.
If we do not have Him dwelling in our heart and in our lives, we don’t stand a chance against all of the
world, our human nature and the devil.
Our only hope is in the power of the Holy Spirit.
When Jesus Christ introduced the Holy Spirit to the disciples they were confused because He had just
told them He was going to leave them.
John 14:1-8 [Amplified] “Do not let your hearts be troubled, distressed or agitated. You believe in,
adhere to and trust in God, believe in, adhere to and trust also on Me. In My Father’s house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, I would have told you, for I am going away to prepare a place
for you. And when I go and make ready a place for you, I will come back again and will take you to
Myself, that where I am you may be also.”
John 14:15-18 [NIV] “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”
The word Jesus used for “another” does not mean another one of a different kind, it means
another one of precisely the same kind.
All that the Lord Jesus was to the disciples down here on earth the Holy Spirit of God should be
to us today.
The disciples were not particularly pleased to hear some stranger was coming to take the place of their
beloved Master. So the Lord Jesus went further to introduce the Holy Spirit.
Jesus named Him “the Spirit of Truth”.
Jesus Himself was the truth.
John 14:6 [NIV] “Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”
The Holy Spirit was His [Jesus’] Spirit, the Spirit of Truth.
John 14:16-17 [NIV] “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with
you forever—the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”
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Most likely the disciples looked at Jesus then at each other and thought, “who is He talking about?”
“When did we meet Him?” “He is living with us now in this upper room!” “Well, whoever can it be?”
“Hope it’s not Peter.” “Might be John of course!”
Jesus then disclosed the mystery.
John 14:18 [NIV] “You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. "If you love me, you
will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be
with you forever—the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans;
I will come to you.”
Jesus Himself was coming back again to be with them, not in flesh and blood [with all its
limitations] but in the Person of the Holy Spirit.
A Sunday School teacher once asked her class, “who is the Holy Spirit?”
After a moment’s pause one small child put up her hand and said, “please, Miss, the Holy Spirit is the
other self of Jesus.”
Nothing could have been nearer the truth.
When we think of the Holy Spirit, we should not think of some mystical power, but think of the
Lord Jesus Himself, not in flesh and blood but in His Spirit, the Spirit of Truth.
How wonderful! Emmanuel, “God with us”.
John 14:17 [NIV] “the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”
Jesus said, “He will be in us”. No other verse sums up New Testament Christianity like these five
words.
Repeat them often to ourselves and believe them as Christ asked the original disciples to believe
them and be encouraged. That is true Christianity.

What is a Christian?
Write down the word “Christian”, then just cross out the one letter “a” and you have the answer
“Christ in”.
A Christian is a person who has Christ dwelling in him by inviting the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
Truth, to come into their lives and be their Lord, their director of life, allowing Him, the Spirit
of Truth, to take over our lives and for His Will to be done in us.
Luke 22:42 [NIV] “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.”
The example of Christ that we are to follow.
1 Peter 2:21, 25 [NIV] “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an
example, that you should follow in his steps.” ... “For you were like sheep going astray, but now you
have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”

We receive eternal life by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
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1 John 5:11-12 [Amplified] “And this is that testimony [of God], that evidence: God gave us eternal
life, and this life is in His Son. He who possesses the Son has that life, He who does not possess the
Son of God does not have that life.”
Without the indwelling Holy Spirit directing our lives we do not have Christ in us, and so do not
have eternal life, only a physical life that ends at death.
Our goal in life should be to receive Christ into our lives to direct our lives as we submit to His
Will, by having the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.
This is the only way we can have eternal life.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 [NIV] “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall
asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again
and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the
Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will
certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven,
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead
in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage each other with these words.”
Only those “in Christ”, those who have Christ, the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of Christ are among the
resurrected to eternal life.
Flesh and blood, normal human beings without indwelling of Holy Spirit do not have the hope of
the resurrection.
1 Corinthians 15:47-58 [NIV] “The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from
heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so
also are those who are of heaven. And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall
we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a
mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the
saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." "Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear
brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,
because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.”
Philippians 3:7-14 [NIV] “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like
him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already
obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
Paul understood he had to commit himself to knowing and fellowshipping with Christ.
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Also be willing to die [give up own life in submission to Christ’s Will] just as Christ gave up His Life
[His Will] to the Father.
All this to attain the resurrection to eternal life.
It is tragically possible to be baptised a member of your church, a regular communicant, a Sunday
School teacher, sing in a choir, lead a decent life, take part in all sorts of religious activities, read the
Bible, to pray, and still deep down not know Jesus Christ personally; not to have the power of the
Holy Spirit.
We can have all the outward signs of Christianity, yet know nothing of the inner spiritual
presence and power of Holy Spirit in your life.

The Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit only can help us understand
the truth of Christianity.
1 Corinthians 1:18 [NIV] “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
If we have never received the Holy Spirit in our life the whole Christian message and faith is
foolishness for the revelation of truth comes through the Holy Spirit.
John 14:23-26 [NIV] “Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not
obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. "All
this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
First and foremost Christianity is not a matter of education of the mind but a revelation by the Holy
Spirit to our human spirit, [Proverbs 20:27].
Job 32:8 [NIV]
understanding.”

“But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him

This human spirit is the link between the Holy Spirit of God and our mind which then directs
our actions through the human body.
1 Corinthians 2:9-16 [NIV] “However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind
has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"—but God has revealed it to us by his
Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the
thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of
God except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from
God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught
us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The
spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment:
"For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.”
Some of us need to get down on our knees and cry out:“Oh God, open my eyes, unstop my deaf ears, send light into my darkened mind [soul] to illuminate
and to teach me, the light of the Holy Spirit.”
This is a prayer God is sure to hear and answer.
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We need the Holy Spirit to make us the children of God.
We are not all the children of God ! !
Many who read such a statement may be shocked but scripture confirms it.
We are all children of God in the sense that we are created and sustained by God.
When Christ said we should pray to “Our Father” He was not addressing every one.
Luke 11:1-2 [NIV] “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples." He said to them,
"When you pray, say: "'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.”
This command was given to His disciples not the crowd that followed Him around.
John 8:42-44 [NIV] “Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came
from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. Why is my language not clear
to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want
to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of
lies.”
Christ was addressing this to people who were intensely religious but were rejecting Christ and
the truth He brought.
We only become children of God when we receive Christ in our lives by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit.
John 1:1-5, 10-14 [NIV] “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” ... “He was in the world, and though the world
was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his
own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
This new birth that John is referring to is expanded by Paul.
Romans 6:3-14 [NIV] “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new
life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in
his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has
been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery
over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the
same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign
in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from
death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not
be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”
We die with Christ, and are resurrected with Him to a new life where we “live to God”.
Our Relationship With The Holy Spirit www.handbook-for-life.org.uk

Page 6

Romans 12:1-2 [NIV] “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
We lay down our lives in a living sacrifice and allow the Holy Spirit to transform, renew, make
new our minds.
Christ likened this act to a new birth.
John 3:1-8 [NIV] “Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish
ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come
from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." In
reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."
"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time
into his mother's womb to be born!" Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.
So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
Born of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit who becomes the new Director of our lives.

The Holy Spirit sets us free from the power of sin, the influence of
this world and Satan.
Romans 7:18, 24-25 [NIV] “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.” ... “What a wretched man I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then,
I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.”
The battle against sin that rages in our mind is only won by Christ in us.
Romans 8:1-4 [NIV] “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For
what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in
order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to
the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.”
We now live under the direction of the Holy Spirit, not our human nature, the world or Satan.
There is only one way to be released from the power of sin.
It is to be found in a Person little known to this world but a Person who loves you, who grieves over
you when you sin.
His name is the Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit of God.
He and He alone is able to enter into our hearts and lives and break the power of sin and set us
gloriously free.
Before we can know anything of the Holy Spirit, His Power and His Deliverance, we must come as a
sinner to the foot of the cross where the second Person of the Trinity our Lord Jesus Christ suffered
and died, to humbly seek forgiveness.
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This is the only way to experience day by day the Power and the Peace of God which passes all human
understanding.
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